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FOREWORD

The Chelvanayakam Memorial Lecrures commemorate the
life and work of the great Tamil leader of our time, the late Mr.
5.0 V. Chelvanayakam Q.C., MLP., who helped to re-create the self-
wlentily of the Tamils of Sri Lanka during the critical three decades
following the grant of independence to the country (1948) and
fed them to the gates of liberty. His appeal to the hearts and
minds of his people was the moire sincz he emhodied in his own
person g moral geandeur by his unflogging dedication to Truth
and  Ahimsa.

The late Foather Xavier 5. Thani Nayagam who delivered the
R0 lectures last April, four months before he passed away on
the 1st of September, was one who gave a fuither dimension to tha
Tamil liberation movement. He it was who reminded his people
of their great cultural heritage and the noble ethical ideals permeat-
ing it. So to spenk he built in them their cultural identity and
political personality. And more, this deeply read scholar strode
the  continents carrying aloit the flag of the Tamil language and
lulture and drawing many savants inLT its q;?ce.- Acnd %59 eamie &
into being, sixteen years ago, the I Eefliibnal "Association of
Famil Research linking the world's foremost Tamil scholar s who
were able to meet successively in Kuale Lumpur, Magdras, Par-ls
and Jaffna and will pay their homage to lhcfﬁlmder of the JATR
shortly at a session in Madurai. w5

The lecture on Research in Tamil Studies-Retrospect and
Prospect, delivered in English on the second day, April 28, has
been printed first since this brochuie is intended parttly to reach
res:arch institutions in this fizld the world over. The lecture cn
Tamil Culture and its characteristics, delivered n Tamil on the
previous day follows. Tt was the opinion of the larpe assembly,
including seyeral scholars, who listened to these two lectures in
pin-drop silence, that there was hardly any other, here or else-
where, who could have spoken with greater authority on this
theme and perhaps Lardly any one likely to do so for years.

Well may we say thal the last great utterance of this saintly
und patriotic scholar, contained in these two lectures, iz a beacon
tall to generations to  come.

K. NESIAH,
Chaitinan, Thanthai Chelva Memorial Trust
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RESEARCH IN TAMIL STUDIES—
RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT

| consider it o great privilege to associate mysell with those
lo in these days are paying their tribute to the memory of & man who
ived and worked for the Tamil-speaking people of Sri Lanka. This
wcture on  Research in Tamit Studies—Ret-ospeet and Prospect  is
ot incongruous with his memory because he advocated the Tamil
Jniversity Movement and emphasised that Tamil Studies should
\htain priority in the future University for the Tamil-speaking people.

:gr_ﬂgrj;.‘g;mim HTTHI Ry FGHT TN D ST
erairm afl_unbesd i Qorr HRALmylay e S B glran 2 8-ih
: ,E.i.".slxﬁ Qrdasrwsd @Hwes QerH@umday s @ i1 ifl s
5 @FarLTih  mrefla Aaphainile g @FQeTo@uTHa
QarsfisrRaef gysirar oy ﬁ@mm@&@ﬁ LALIGET LI 6 i D
arenatiiel  p.seia fﬁ&ﬁﬁu@mﬂapg{.r. Sifpri .r_ns‘fm_;rrr_r;'n_b'
Bl geir DpinRwdin menh e g guﬂﬁﬂls‘u’: ‘tpseETsr QErH@LT
Ao dafles afi_unb G g & @ B oy @r_m@uguﬁulinn@r
@ﬁ‘hm’ﬂ@ GQar aQurfAaysdropn Galusharss &.r.q.wﬂfg;ﬁﬁfg;;,-ﬁ;
ERTH@EGIN,  INASEGLD FTHSD Bl ok s g,rmw@ufl_m‘l; Gl @
@f:ﬁs?’wt-]_@‘.@,ﬁmri. @ssmaw  Rpdiyib, ipapth T A 1
{Dafn':ﬂ:murr,gﬁaja:aﬂr @it Gefl wrrmd  Bapss r:pu;.u;:_i:.
srevil wmomi g O gl 4 serid. i nad

T am also happy that Mr. K. Mesiah, the doyen of educationists
i Sri Lanka, who in spite of his seventy eight years is in the fore-
fiont of the movement for Tamil rights, is taking the Chair at this
lecture. As colleagues in the University of Ceylon we have had occa-
ion to collaborate in movements advancing the cause of the Tamil-

Harelon prs srysrer gyflggrrar g salsr @uE G GPeKng people and we continue to do so also in our retirement.
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Me. M. Sivasithamparam, M.P. is to propose the vote of thanks.
As 2 time honoured and distinguished parlinmentarian, I have followed:
his pronouncements on a variety of subjects with interest and enthusi-
wm, and T am grateful to him for associating himsell with this lecture.
| cannot help mentioning that his deep sonorous voice has always
Jiiracted me. I am grateful to Mr. V. Yogeswaran M.P. for Jaffna and
(hose who helped him to provide such magnificent lighting arrange-
ments, My thanks are due to Mrs. Amirthalingam for her beautiful
rendering of the Tamil anthems, and to Mrs. Kathiravelpillai for pro-
Viding me with the means lo carry on speaking without difficulty.
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PART 1
RETROSPECT

Ihe ilistory of Tamil Research

it woud bs wrong to imagine that Tamil Research commences with
e coming to Indin and Sri Lanka of the Europeans or wilth the
(yunding of the University of Madras. Our two thousand year old
iterature could not hzve been so flourishing and varied without tla-
borate and minute resezrch. Our first book extant, the Tolkappivam
2 codification and systematization done after a minute

MIPROSEs :
2 sludy of the grammars and literary works

sy of the language and



ol Beschi, of Caldwell, of G. U. Pope would know what ardent scholars
ihey were because of the attractions that the intrinsic merits of Tamil

d for  them.

existing at the time. The poetry of the Cankam period exacied
minute study of human psychology and of Nature. The Cilappatikarg
supposes a close study of previous literary tradition and an exhal
tive examination of the culture, the religion and the people of
three kingdoms. The Tiruklural has been compiled after the mel
culous study of the ethics of the Cankam period. The commentatd
who appear in the mediaeval period had to study and explein wor
which had been composed centuries before them and some works whil
did not belong to their own religious traditions. A commentaior
Adiyarkunallar explains the music, the dance, the trade, the rligiol
rites embodied in an epic which was the synthesis of the culture of
period far removed fiom his own petiod. Any study of the aba
mentioned works will show that there was o living and continul
tradition of Tamil teaching and resenrch which iz even evident in

ciditions of Swaminatha Ayer.

In the 19th century the epoch making book of Robert Caldwell
\ Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian Languages (1856) caused a
great revolution in the world of Tndology which until then had believed
{hat Sanskrit was solely and exclusively sufficient evidence of Indian
thought and culture. The translations and articles of G. U. Pope who
wanted as his epitaph the words, “A humble student of Tamil” shows
ihe passionite devotion of these scholars to Tamil Resecarch.

Though the missionaries were among the pioneers of Tamil Research
iley were followed very soon by lay scholars from the Wesl who wished
lo delve deeper into all aspects of Indology. The British Civil Servants
und the French savants who were employed in the Tamil country found
is Cladwell did that Tamil could be independent of Sanskrit and rise to
pure heights of its own. Among the British Civil Servants the name
of Francis Whyte Ellis stands foremost not only because of the studics
lie made but also because of the collections of manuscripts he made.
It is suid that after his premature death his cook was able to use his
collections of manuscripts for a long period to keep aflame his kitchen

flres!

The modern period of Tamil Research commences with the comif
of the FEuropeans, specifically of Eurcpean missionarics from the 17
century @#nd after. One of the earliest to recognize the remarkal
qualities of Tamil litcrzture and even of local religious cults wos Barth
Jomeps Ziegenbalg, the German Lutheran Missionary who lived
Tranquebar in the early 18th ceatury. His companion J. E.Gruend)
was the first to state that in his considercd opinion Tamil wes wortl
to be taught at German Universitics. The Tranquebar missiopard
with Ziegenbalg at the head collected numerous manuscripts, compil
translations and grammars in order to make Europeans familiar w
the wisdom of the Tamils. The next famous name that comes to mif
is of course that of Father Joseph Constantine Beschi who in the sam
century became u literary phenomenon for all the world to admi
Apart from his literary works in Tamil which command the admiratig
of native Tamil scholars themselves, his grammars, dictionaries af
ihe Latin translation of the first two parts of the Tirukkwral, are eviden
of the most painstaking research into already existing works as
as research in the field. The missionaries at this time discuss Te
especially in the Latin medium, and give an importance to the
loquial dizlect which until then had not received adequate =zttentio
Onc might not concede that translations belong to the category
rescorch, but the translations were the means by which Tamil thoug
came to be presented to those who did not know the language, ag
often very useful studies were made of Tamil thought from the transk
tions that were available. Sometimes attempis are made to minimis
the value of the contributions made by missionaries by saying thi
their studies were made in order to propagate Christianity znd ng
ghrough a love of Tamil. But, anyone familiar with the academic wor

A new impetus to Tamil Research was given by the [oundation
ol the University of Madras. Scholars like Gilbert Slater, Sesha
Aiyangar, P. T, Srinivasa Aiyangar, Sivaraja Pillai, C. Y. Thamotheram-
pillai, V. Kanagasabaipillai were able to make contributions to elucida-
lion of Dravidian history and culture. Thus we come to the period
ol the Universities of Madras, of Annamalai, of Ceylon and finally
ol our own University of Jaffna.

After this introduction, I propose to consider some of the heads
under which Tamil research has developed during the last two centuries
or so. I intend dealing only with the more important works., Thaose
interested in a complete account may refer to  Tamil Studies Abroad
i Svmposinm, and to A Reference Guide to Tamil Studies, Books,
haoth  of which contain information up to the year [966. Fou the last
ilecade, however, there is no comprehensive work. [ am indebted for
information on this recent period to the Acting Librarian Mr. R. 5.
I'hambiah and his assistant of the University of Jafina, both of whom
spared no efforts to provide me with all information that the Universily
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Translations : . :
wnd dialectology adds a new dimension to these fields so popular with

forcign scholars. One must mention here the untimely death of the
|.cningrad scholar, S. Rudin, who was snatched away in the prlr_ne‘uf
Jife and who would have contributed enormously to Tamil Linguistics,

Many of the translations made by eminent scholars paved th
way for studies on the ethics, the religions and the philosophy of th
Tamils. The Tiruklral, the Naledivar, hymns of the Sgivaite Mayaf
mars and Alwars, and the Saiva Siddhanta works came as a revelatio
to the West. Among these scholars, the names of G. U. Pope anl
V. V. 8. Aiyer who translated into English, of Karl Graul, Schomerul
and Arno Lehmann who translated into German, of Yusi Glezov wh
translated into Russian, deserve especial mention The Psalms
a Saiva Suint by Dr. Tsaac Thambyah with its brilliant introductig)
created greal interest for several years. These scholars made possibl
the new attitude that emerged among Indologists towards Tam
thought.

|.exicography and Comparative Dravidian

Numerous dictionaties were published during the European period
flind served largely the study of the language by foreigners. But some
o[ them were outstanding works which furthered linguistic research
nd comparative Dravidian studies. The contribution from Pund_1-
gherry is worthy of great recognition. I. Mousset and L. Dupuis
ublished among other works = French Tamil dictionary which is 2
wagiim opus and which was used in the compilation of the Tamil
exicon of the Madras University. The Dictionary of Miron Winstow
\us been considered so important that Prof. Janert of the University
Wl Cologne has had it reprinted. [t is in the preface to this dictionary
that Miron Winsiow made the following observation:

Ancient Tamil poetry hos not been translated to the extent
deserves. J. V. Chelliah’s Pattu pattu with its introduction and note
was @ unique contribution at the time it was published, Since thef
Kamil Luelebil's Czech version of selections from Cankam poetry ani
A. K. Ramaniyam’s. The Imterior Tandseape are isolated but ver
laudable attempts. Books and studies on Tamil literary history als
contain 2 fair number of translations. The Cilappatikaram, the Tam
epic par excelfence has been translated into English, French, Cze
and Russizn and has received the attention of Unesco. Sir Ponnam
balam Arunechalam’s works also deserve special mention. -

“It is not perhaps extravagant to say that in its poetic form the
Tumil is more polished and exact than the Greek, and in both dialects
with its borrowed treasures more copious than the Latin. In its fulll-
ness and power, it more resembles English and German than any other
linguage™.

The Index to Purangnurw by V. L. Subramaniam and the Index
ol words in Cankam Jiterature published by the French Institute of
Pondy have opened new avenues of research into Tamil semantics.
Among Tamil dictionaries the most outstanding are of course the Tamil
| exicon of the Madras University, the dictionary of the Madurai Tamil
{(uinkam and the popular Tranquebar Dictionary originating from
Vihoizius. The Saiuraharaty of Father Beschi has been recently re-
printed and serves o purpose of its own.

Linguistics

Research into Tamil linguistics would itsell need a separate pape
Thl:‘ United States and Russin, 1 believe, stand first in this field amon
foreign countries, while in India itself the Annamalai University ani
the Kerala University have a long period of productive work. Professol
V. 1. Subremgnizm of the Kerala University has orgenised his Depar
ment and foundid the Association of Dravidian Linguistics and 2
annual journal which tekes pride of place in Dravidian India, engaged
as it is in all aspects of Temil and Dravidian Linguoistics. Research
scholars are sent out to various provinces of India and abroad sud §
large choice of Visiting Professors and Rescarch fellows are engaged
by _t]'u:* Association. The activities of the Department and of the AS
soctation are a tribule to the scholarship 2nd organising capacity’ 0
Frofessor V. I. Subraminiam. No zccount of linguistic research would
be ;orpp!ctc without the mention of Professor Kamil Zvelebil whg
works in zll fields of Linguistics, but whose work in historical I.lnguisﬁ

In the field of Comparative Dravidian, the movement originated
iy the University of Kerala and earlier by the efforts of Prof. Thomas
Wirrow of Oxford and Prof. Murray B. Emeneau of Berkeley, California
Jve led to a great number of published studies which reveal the extent
iy which Dravidian speech was prevalent over several parts of India.

Since the work of Robert Caldwell, A Comparative Grammar of
he Dravidian Lansuggzes was published in 1856, there has been a re-
slutionary change in the study of Indian philology. Caldwell’s studies
were [urther amplified by the French scholor, Jules Bloch(1880-1953)

>



irioas works and periods in his, The Smile of Murugan [19:.?3}. 'l_fhc
une author has two Histery of Tamil Literature (1973, 1975) \v'fllg!t
o agsin books meent to serve world readers who yet have not du.:-
vered” o magnificent portien of the heritage of the wnrljj, It “'.ﬂf;
(1, however, to George L. Hart 1L in his The Po_em:r af Ancient Ta.uu.f.
hoir milicy and their Sanskrit Counlerparts {19735}, tn1 certy the .*-lury{r-
ven further and to show for the first time the possible mﬂucnce_la‘nt
il poeiry on Sanskrit poetry. Gf:mgc L. Hzltrt ha:'s c_}ipresm:d! .“ ‘;
pny of us have sensed for a long time, and !:nrleﬂy mj.hl:-ated also by
lerature scholars like G. U. Pape and Kamil Zvelebil:

who extencd his investigations to the minor Dravidian languages which
had no written literatures and even to Brahvi in Baluchistan. Burroy
and Emeneau published their Dravidian Etfvmolagical Dietionary. i
1261. Professor Emeneau has published on the language of the Kotal
of the Milgris besides several other studies pertaining lo the field o
Comparative Dravidian. Prof. Thomas Burrow revived the theo
of the relation between Dravidian and the Ural- Altwic languages ang
also established like some other Sanskritists that a number of word
in Sanskrit were of Dravidian origin. Dr. Karl Merges, formerly o
Columbia University has been writing for yvears regarding the affinitie
between Dravidian and the UralAltaic and Turkish Languages. If
this connection scholars have also discussed the original home of the
Dravidians. Some have traced it to Crete and others to Asia Minor
and a few connected Dravidian civilization with the pre-Dorian Civiliza
tion of Greece and the Mediterranean. The works of Fr. 8. Gnanal
prakasar deserve greater attention by the entire world of scholarship)
Fr. H. 5. David's publications contain much useful materinl for etymaoj
logicalresearch.

“Almast 2000 years aga, there took place an cxtraurdir_lury t‘luwe1r—
iy of litereture in Tamilnad the southernmost part of India.Strangely

lis lirerature which includes what 1 believe 15 among .
ver written has been neglected in the West and even in Indiz,

rose.” (Preface)

ong the finest poetry
where 1t

fn Tamil itself several works have appeared which are of invaluable

il to the scholar. The Introductions and notes in U. V. Swaminatha
ivar’s editions, the writings of Pandithamani Rathinesan Chettiar,
';\rumugu Mavalar, of Vaiyepuripillai, are some of thu‘:s'r; which deserve
wention. A number of “History of Tamil L]tr:mturc _hawe elso ap-
wred in English and Tamil by different Tamil speaking authots.

Literatore

This field of research is vast and would require & separate lecture
all to itself, perhaps several lectures. The various universitics which
sponsor Tamil Research have encouraged their candidates for post
graduate degrees to investigate warious periods and woiks of Ta
literature. A complete list of dissertations approved for the Master’s
degree or Doctorate in Universities is not available. The Universities
of Tamil Nadu. Kerala, Sri Lanka, and Malaysia have published
some of the dissertations, but o great many remain unknown even to the
world of scholars.

|wimil History, Epigraphy, Archaeology

e history of the Tamils becomes very intelligible when 1t 15 con-
oted with the civilization of the Indus Valley. The principal
wiins of that civilization now lie in Pakistan and we are nol aware to
(It extent those remains will continue to be pmsc}'vcd. Because of
hiv culture, Mortimer Wheeler published o book with the facetious
il * Five thousand years of Pakistan”. However, the Indus Valley
Jliure seeme to have been extant all over India and C""Flm."'. We have
| several scholars deal with this manifestation of Dravidian culture
il eivilization.  In receat times, Sir Mortimer Wheeler, Fu.lherl Heras
sko Parpola, and 1. Mahadevan have written on aspects of this great

K. Kailasapathy in his Tamil Heroic Poetry (1968) Tollowed carlics ©ilization, After the Indus Velley, the antiquity of Dravidian culture

suggestions by Scholars like G. U. Pope and studied the pargm Cankam '“‘."“_"”“tt'fd ,PF t:“* hesm:]uwznm os at Adicheynallur in the Tirunelvuli
poems as reflecting the Tamil herofe age like the Homeric poems. Thig] Bistrict o ami adu.

was a new line of development which equated Tamil poetry with similap
European classical poetry. The indefatigable Kamil Zvelebil to whom!
the world of Tamil scholars must be ever grateful, covered 2 wide field

ol Tamil literature from the ancient to the modern in his studies of

Let me now confine myself to some of the outstanding works whic
have been printed during the last decade or two and which perhaps
have not reached the public because of the difficulties experienced in|
obtaining  them.

4 great number of books have appeared on the political and social
imory of various periods of Tamil Nadu. It is a matier of pride for
y that 2 Sri Lankan Tamil, V. Kanagasabaipillai led these attempts.
s The Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago was an Cyc-openct oven

i



to Western scholars, and persons like E. H. Warmington have largs
drawn from it to illustrate Tamil trade. On the subject of Tamil tra
Sir Mortimer Wheeler’s Rome beyond the Imperial frontiers contai
4 lucid exposition of what an important centre the Tamil country
for international trade. I cannot praise enough the works of tH
Tamil scholars who were pioneers in the writing of early Tamil histo]
P. T. Srinivasa Adyengar and K. N. Sivarzja Pillai. More recentl
T. N. Subramaniam’s Sengam Pofity (1969} has come 25 2 well dogl
menied source of ancient cultural history, like Prof. Vithivananthan!
Tamilar Salpu (1954)

A great deal of the history of the Tamils of the mediaeval period
uh had epigraphy as its source. Since the time of E. Hultsch various
lwlars have been engaged in its study. In Sri Lanka the !nle_[’rpfessut
L. Kanapathipillai, Prof. K. Indrapala :l.nq Dr. A: V_alupa!]a_l have
pecialised in this field. Ceylon’s contribution to Tamil studies has
‘en notably outstanding. ‘The Department of Tamil in the Sri Lanka
Jniversities have eminent scholars whose names and works are too
wuty to mention. 1 must refer once again to the symposium on ‘Tqmﬂ
tudics Abroad which contains a detailed study by Prof. S. Vithiya-
inthan and Pandit K. P. Ratnam on  the contribution of Ceylonese
holars to Tamil Studies. R. Nagasamy of Madras is the most
rominent epigraphist now working in Tamil Nadu. Sathasiva
I'indarathar made valuable contributions earlicr as o research worker
i the Annamalni  University,

K. A. Milakanta Sastri is undoubtedly the great Tamil historig
of this century. WNot all his works are of equal merit. His Colas,
a lasting monument to his work with original materials and his capac
to present his material in an attractive and readable style, Whers §
depends on secondary sources (French and Dutch writing) his writig
shows diffidence and inexactitude. He had a blind spot and that
his inordinate bias in favour of Sanskrit and Arvan influence in Sou
Indian culture and literature. There is hardlv. any justification
statements like the following:

Archaeology, a handmaid of history, has been 4 long n_uglec!cd
ield and deserves much greater attention both in South India and
‘ylon. Except for sporadic attempts no concerted effort has been
node to excavate in the Tamil districts. G. Jouveau-Dubreunil (1885-
1945) of Pondicherry was a pioncer in the study of Archaeology and
Inconography and his works have become classical. His onetime
pupil P, Z. Pattabiraman's premature death was a great loss to Tamil
@ \rchacology and Tconography. Another French scholar whose
Wremature death I cannot mourn enough 151 Flc;(rif'- Iﬁuﬂﬁbi }{:15 study
“All these literatures (Dravidian) owed a great deal to Sanskrit, tig'n Tamil literature pubhst!cd in the Encycloposdia des Pleiades and
magic wand whose touch alone raised each of the Dravidian ]nngu:ﬂ his study on the Yavanas in '511-3 T_a‘rml country st{?cw Fhﬁ I'T}S]'gh" “IEd
from the level of a patois to that of a literary idiom™. Of similar fand Illnrn_ughness he hmught_ to his writings. The work o ‘Cﬂbsl‘. nru.i‘ Sir
is his statement that the Tirukkural draws heavily from the Kama Surrgortimer Wheeler at Arfknmedu show the extent to which excavations

i sould illustrate Tamil history and the Tamil classics. In Sri Lanka
Archaeology in the Tamil districts obtains a step motherly treatment.

. "None can miss the significance of the lact that early Tamil litzratul
the carliest to which we have access, is fully charged with words, col
ceplions, and institutions of Sanskritic and MNorthern origin™. |

Nilakanta Sastri has also written of South Indizn  cultural if
lluenses in the far East(sc ) mainly drawn from French and Dutd
authors. Bul the writer whose examination of Tamil cultura] influencal '™ hropology
in South East Asia and of ancient Tamil t(rade with the Wel
i * Professor Jean Filliozat. He is ever finding new  facl
to substzntiate the thesis that Indian influsnces in South East Asi Wl
meinly  Tamil.  Dr.  John Marr  of the Univarsity of Log
don, and Mr. S. Singaravelu of the University of Malaya haw
been working on Tamil contacts with the countries of Soulh East Asis
& field in which the Associztion of Dravidian Linguistics (Kerala)
also vitally interested, Professor S. Arasaratnam of the University g
Mew England is a historian whose works an Ceylon, South India, an
Tamils overseas continues to stimulate further research. Dr. S, Pathmd
nathan’s The Kingdom of Jaffia (1978) is 2 valuable treatis for our Hmes

The French Institute of Indology in Pondicherry as well as some
Americen Universities have engaged in anthropological studies among
lumil-speaking groups. The names of George Olivier, Louis Dumont,
Brendz Beck come to mind.

Helroion and Philosophy

These fields have always attracted local and forveizn  scholars,
limil Hinduism and the Saiva Siddhantz philosophy, as well as the
mysticism of Soivaite and Vaishoavite bymnologists and poets would
require separate studies for the manner in which they have been wel-
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comed by the world. The contribution of Arumuga Navalar, N PART 1
laswamypillai, Pandithamani Kanapathipillai, Bishop Kulandran an.

the German Scholars like Shomerns are too well known to need repetiti :: PROSPECT

Let us consider the future of Research in Tamil Studies in foreign

Political Science
untries as well as in the homelands of the Tamil-speaking people.

Mostly Sri Lankan Scholars and American and British Schold
have been interested in the Tamil problem in Tamil Madu and SriLank
The advent of independence and the end of colonial rule brought abg
a wrong concept of majority rule among the majority communiti
The politics of the D.M.K. and the Federal party, and measures’
discrimination against minorities, particularly with regard to the d
finition of Tamil language rights formed the subject of a number
studies, the earliest of which were Selig 5. Harrison, India, The
dangerons decade (1960), and Howard W. Wriggins, Cevlon Dilemns
of @ New Nation (1960). Among other studies, 1 should like to men
S. Irschick, Politics and Social Conflict in South India: The non-Brali
movement and Tamil separatism 1916-1928 (1969) and R. N. Kearnl
Communalism and language in the politics of Ceylon (1967). Prof. |
Jeyaratnam Wilson in his articles and books has been a very objectll
observer on the subject of the Tamil nation in Sri Lanka, a5 also B.
Farmer of Cambridge University.

Iioreipn Couoniries

I have heard from scholars from different countries that financial
nts for Indological Studies and therefore for Tamil Studies as well
not so liberal now 2s they used to be. There is greater interest
ong Lthose grants distributing bodies for Sinology than lor Indology.
ils, 1 suppose, is partly due to the increasing political influence of
hin: and its possible future in international affairs. During the
lonial period, the countries which were connected with their colonies
i & wvital interest in the study of the language, the culture, and the
Mory of the colonies. Thus the great pioneers of Indian history
hl Cevlonese history as well as of Archaeology and similar fields were
feigners.  The British in India, the French in Pondicherry. Cam-
iz, and Viet-Nam, the Duteh in Indonesia, and the Germans built
Lhe science of Indology. Gradually they came to realise to o small
fent that Sanskrit culture was being given an over emphasis, and
on scholars like Max Muller and Vincent Smith lamented the neglect
Dravidian history, cuolture and languages.

The Fine Arts

studies on the subject of the Fine Arts of the Tamils are not 1@
many. A, K. Ananda Coomaraswamy and Swami Vipulanda ha
heen, two Ceylonese whose contributions have been universally 4
claimed, With regard to Sculpture and Architecture as well as BronZ
L should think that Percy Brown and Heinrich Zimmer still hold
field, Zimmer's penetrating studies of Tamil Art in Tamil Nadu
well 25 in South East Asia are able to conmect distant periods and trag
& coherent development from the Indus Valley to modern times..

At the conclusion of the first part of this survey T confess 1 hay
had fo omit so many important numes like Ganesh Aiyer, Myl§
Venkatasamy, Vanamamalai, so many authorities of Tamil Nadu ﬂ._
even foreign scholars and ardent collaborators like Brenda Becl, Rol
Asher and many others. My only cxcuse is that their works oblal
4 place in the two books ‘Tamil Studies Abroad’ and ‘A Referend
Guide to Tamil Studies” and in the Proceedings of the Conferend
Seminars of the International Association of Tamil Resenrch.

The publications of the various Universities in India, Ceylon and
abroad both in Tamil and English and other languages form a ric
library of Tamil lore. '

Today, with political independence and self-consciousness, there
i tendency among countries which were at one time subject to in-
nite contacts with India to minimise or completely neglect those
wets of history and colture which reveal Indian influence.

The foreign missionaries too whose contributions we have scen
o little extent are no more in the Tamil-speaking areas and their dis-
lereated studies enrich no more the volume of researvch literature
i i now being produced,

Tamil will continue to be studied n foreign universities to a
wed extent, especially to illustrate the Dravidian contribution to
lian and Ceylonese culture. A few scholars like Kamil Zvelebil,
m Asher, Andronoy and Klaus Janert will always adorn foreign
iversities, but [ do not expect any large body of Tamilologis is to be
wduced by foreign universities unless there are very powerful  sources
Familological scholarship in Tamil Madu and Sri Lonka,
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 leach os well as engage in research.  Countries which have a political
forest in the Tamil-speaking countries engag: also young Tamils
b (heir radio programmes as well as for translation work. Russia,

Mo and England are examples.

There are however, one or two exceptions to this general decl
in study by forcigners. The Fremch Institute of Indology in Po
cherry and the Ecole francaise d’extreme Orient and the College
France continue a tradition of Tamil Research which originated
such eminent names as Mariadas Pillai, Eugene Bournouf, Edwi
Ariel, Julien Vinson (1843-1926), Jules Bloch (1880-1953) and Pig
Meile {(d. 1964), is carried on under the leadership of Professor JE
Filliozat whose researches into Tamilology and Tamil influences abrg
are most inspiring to Tamils themselves. The programme of the Freg
Inslitute in Pondicherry is most comprehensive and covers class
Tamil literature, Tamil lexicography, history, archacelogy, lconograpl
Anthropology, teligion, popular cults and philosophy. Profl f
Janert in Colongne is gathering around him 2 band of Tamil schol
who work in different fields of Tamilology including Muslim Tal
literature. (I have not been able to obtain recent information about
Institute of Tamil Studies in Madras or about the Scandinavian I
stitute of Asian Studies.)

The Universities of Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka have o landable
word of research publications and have always had scholars of out-
inding merit. The publications of the University of Madras and of
¢ Annamalai University comprise a rich library of publications in
nplish and Tamil. The University of Kerala, as I have mentioned
fore. has launched out into a programme of field research and of
ihlications which is un-rivalled by older universitics, One should
ke to see also the Tamil Departments of the University of Sri Lanka
mbark on similar programmes of publication and field work,

Tamil Research should have a two-fold end in view, one to vitalise
p studies at home, another to create interest and furthcr_mseal.rch
hroad. The Tamil Research Department of the Annamalai University
Tamil Isai Research sponsored by the Rajahs of Chettinad, the
mil Development Department of the Government of Madras and
milar bodies provide for the enrichment of research in the Tamil
Fortunately, the Conference-Seminars of the International Associationl 0= But for the creation of interest abroad we tequire rescarch
ublications and teaching at least in English, if not in other European
inpuzges, Ome would wish that every Department of Tamil in Tamil
adu and Sri Lanks had scholars also very competent in English so
§ o be able to publish as well as lecture abroad in English. The cult
[ Fnglish is fast diminishing in Tamil Nadu: the situation at present
slightly better in Sri Lanka. These scholars should be able to v_isit
yreign  universities and give courses in Tamilology and publish their
warches in international journals. Bharati himsell saw the futility
[ narrating our past glories only among ourselves.

The quarterly journal Tamil Celinre now defunct was ables
cieate a great amount of inferest in Tamil Research and make Knoj

cussion. The Proceedings are a repository of recent rezearch in Tam
logy. The orgenisers of the Association as well as of the Conferen
emphasised Tamil Research., The Conferences became also an occasy
of Tamil cultural and literary celebrations for the public. Howey
the aim of promoting research should hold the primary place in |
organisation, and the sponsors and those who provide the Funds sholl
endeavour to obtain as wide an international participation as possiby
providing travel grants to scholurs who labour in different fields)
Tamil Studies. Both the past numbers of Tanil Coltwre and f
Conference proceedings have provided the best evidence of the g
ormous interest the rvecent movement in Tamilology has created
universities and Rescarch Institutes abroad. Unesco and other Fou
tions have always been Torthcoming to help with travel grants.

For such an international movement, Sri Lanka Tamil scholars
fv in an enviable position. Every Department of Tamil and History
s has eminent scholars whose names are too well Enown for me
y mention. Above all, it is but natural that we look up to the Uni-
roity of Jaffna with its galaxy of scholars headed by the Vice-Chancel-
¢ himsell: scholars not only in the Tamil Department but  alse in
lli:r Departments who have the capacity to lead in the internatiotnal
ogramme of Tamil Studies. How much one would wish that the
Iniversity of Jalfna sponsors a quarterly or a biannual similar to the

Research at home

It should be obvious that unless there are influential centres
Tamil Research in the Tamil-speaking countrics, there can hardly |
note worthy Tamil Research abroad. The increasing practice ng
is for foreign Universities to engage voung scholars from Tamil Nag
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i limits of its own possibilities has helped to some extent in such a
fppramme. It is therefore, left to the Tamil people themselves,
ypecially in Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka to promote Tamil studies and
umil Research as far as lies in their power. For such a programme,
¢ ihe Tamil nation in Sri Lanka are better prepared than Tamil popula-
pna in any other country. But for Research as well as for the con-
prvation and development of Culture, we need leisure, peace of mind
nil a happy existence. Unfortunately our energies have to be spent in
iily battle for our rights and even our existence 2nd identity as a partner
ition in o hilingual state. However, our national contribution to
milology, our organisation of the Fourth Conference—Seminar of
mil Studies in spite of an adverse and hostile Government, and our
Mz Univeristy with its rich promise and burgeoning scholars, offer
encouragement, hope and trust, Under God, may the future be
Vo more glorious than the past, Thank you.

plerence:

journal Tamil Culture to promote Tamil studies all through the we
Such a journal would receive the support of scholars not only in Cey
and India but also all round the world. One has only to peruse
past numbers of Tamil Cultire to realise the vast potential that e
for international collaboration in Tamil Research.

A few desirable programmes

The study of forcign languages, including English, is being neglef
by our university undergriduates. While in Colombo and Ka
there are several Embassy organisations which have large numb
of students, in Jaffina the demand is not encouraging. And vl
university man should be familiar with at least English and anof
foreign language. In Western centres of learning it is oustomary
a university teacher to use for his rescarch at least two or three langud
other than his own. That accomplishment should also mark gur Tal
scholars whether in India or Ceylon. English, French and Gernl
have a great deal to offer to the Tamil scholar. The time also ca
long ago for us to include Ruesian and Mandarin within the rangg
our interest, The standard of Engish even in our universities i
mnch on the decline that one dreads to imagine what the luture §
he for our contribution to international scholarship.

oks not mentioned here are mentioned in the test of the lectures.
ROWN PERCY: Indian Architecture. Vol I, Bombay 1942

ILLIOZAT, J. Les relations exterieures de 'Inde, Pondicherry,
1966, Proceedings of the First International
Conference Seminar of Tamil Studies. Vol 1.
Kuala Lumpur, 1966. See Section on South

We do have a number of fieids of study in which developmen| :
East Asia

necessary. Among these is Tamil History and Tamil Archaeold]
Tamil Art and the history of Tamil Trade. In Archaeology and Arta
Trade most of the contributions in the past have come from f[ore
scholars: In our programmes of integrated Tamil Studies, Ta
History and Tamil Art should be included so that the undergrad
will have a complete understanding of Tamilology. 1

IVARAJAPILLAL K. N. Chronology of the Ancient Tamils, Madras,
1932,

RINIVASA AIYANGAR History of the Tamils from the Earliest
Times to A.D. 600, Madras, 1929,

HANI NAYAGAM, X. S. (Ed) Tamil Studies Abroad. A symposium
I. A: T. R 1966

{Ed) A Relerence Guide to Tamil Studies,
Boolks. Kuala Lumpur, 1966.

o T (Ed) Tamil Culture and Civilization, Read-
ings. Bombay, 1970,

AYAPURIPILLAL S.  Tamilar Panpaadu (Tamil) Madras, 1949,

IMMER HEINRICH The Art of Indian Asia, 2 vols, New
York, 1955,

For detailed bibliography on all aspects of Tamil Studies, consult.

We necd an Tiymological Dictionary of Tamil similar to the g
planned by Swami Gnana Prakaser, wnich will give us the usage
different periods with appropriate quotations to illustrate that usaf
This could be done only with the colluboration of foreign schold
but unless our own scholars are equipped for Comparative Philolg
the project can hardly be launched.

Conclusion

Mot having in any country a sovereign and independent Tag
State, we can hardly look to the dresent Governments of India or §
Lanka or any other State where Tamils live to embark on 2 programi : . : :
.of promotion of Tamil studies. The Government of Madras wilh V Rejerence Gl fugTamifi StuclesRioiks
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